A SILENT MARCH.                             2O$

southern line of defence, which was covered by a dense
grove of heavy oaks and underbrush. The main Corinth
road runs along the eastern fence, whilst the field itself,
about three hundred yards wide by about five hundred
yards long, extended far to the right into the low land of
Phillips's Creek", so densely wooded as to be impassable
to troops or artillery. On the eastern side of the field the
woods were more open. The enemy could be seen at all
times in and about the house and the ridge beyond, and
our pickets could not show themselves on our side of the
field without attracting a shot.

"The problem was to clear the house and ridge of the
enemy with as little loss as possible. To accomplish this,
I ordered General J. W. Denver, with his Brigade (Third),
and the Morton Battery of four guns, to march in perfect
silence from our lines at 8 A. M., keeping well under cover
as he approached the field; General Morgan L. Smith's
Brigade (First), with Barrett's and Waterhouse's Batter-
ies, to move along the main road, keeping his force well
masked in the woods to the left; Brigadier-General Veatch's
Brigade to move from General Hurlbut's lines through the
woods on the left of and connecting with General M. L.
Smith's, and General John A. Logan's Brigades to move
down to Bowie Hill Cut of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad,
and thence forward to the left, so as to connect with
General Denver's Brigade on the extreme right; all to
march at 8 A. M., with skirmishers well to the front, to
keep well concealed, and, at a signal, to -rush quickly on
to the ridge, thus avoiding as much as possible the danger
of crossing the open field exposed to the fire of a concealed
enemy. It was impossible for me beforehand to ascertain
the force of the enemy, and nothing is more embarrassing
than to make dispositions against a concealed foe, occupy-ls fledline,he brow of in theime Sherman
